In the Company of Heroes


                                             101st Airborne Screaming Eagles

                                                         506th Parachute Infantry Division




World War II Lesson Plans: The Legendary Band of Brothers                 

Level: Elementary School,  5th grade

Introduction

These lessons lasting two days accompany the video, In the Company of Heroes, and follows Easy Company from their landings on D Day to their taking of Hitler’s Eagles Nest in Berchtesgaden. Part I begins with the story of Easy Company as it drops behind enemy lines on D Day. It then proceeds to the origin and training of the newly formed paratroopers and  then moves back to the company’s  struggle in Operation Market Garden in Holland.  Part II continues with Easy Company’s  greatest challenge in the Battle of the Bulge to finally taking Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest in Berchtesgaden. Interspersed among the museum’s footage are excerpts from the HBO special, Band of Brothers. 

Part II of the film includes the discovery of the Landsberg concentration camp by Easy Company.  This should be carefully previewed as it might be upsetting to some students.


These lesson plans are designed to highlight the importance of honoring our veterans and active members of our armed forces through the respect we give to them.

Part 1 of the film begins with storming the beaches of Normandy.  Captain Winters remarks how seeing our flag really inspired him to go on.  This film is rich in detail especially the comments of the veterans as they recall their memories about the different battles.  A constant theme that runs through the video is that among all the chaos and hardship of battle, loyalty and brotherhood enabled them to survive.  Students should be encouraged to listen for evidence of this throughout the film.  This would be an excellent film to show on Veterans Day , Memorial Day, or D Day.

Time Required:  2 days

Although presented as a unit, the lessons can be separated into individual activities or rearranged to fit the needs of the classroom teacher. Part 1 can be shown independently of Part 2.

Recommended Grade level:   5th Grade

Materials 
Video In the Company of Heroes
Maps of European Theater and D Day

School bag with 50 to 60 pounds of books in it or a really heavy school bag

Lacrosse stick

Army helmet if possible

National Standards

History

	5-12
	Evaluate American responses to German, Italian, and Japanese aggression in Europe, Africa, and Asia from 1935 to 1941. [Formulate a position or course of action on an issue] 

	5-12
	Explain the major turning points of the war and contrast military campaigns in the European and Pacific theaters. [Draw upon data in historical maps] 


English Language Arts

Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non print texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience.

Students use a variety of technological and informational resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge.

Pennsylvania Standards                                                                                                                            

Reading, Writing, and Listening standards

1.2.5.B.; 1.5.5.A,B; 1.6.5.A,C,D,E,F;

Social Studies Standards

8.1.3.B,C D 8.3.3 A, B,D,8.4.3 A

Learning Objectives

Day 1

Learning Objectives

1. Define and describe the role of a paratrooper.

2. Using map of Europe, locate beaches of Normandy.

3. List problems facing Allies during the invasion.

4. Using map skills, examine detailed map of Normandy.

Procedure:

1. Have a school bag ready with a lot of books in it to simulate 60 pounds; an army helmet if possible and a lacrosse stick to hold to simulate a rifle.

Ask Students:


a. Who wants to cross the English Channel in a plane with hundreds of German guns shooting at you?


b. Who wants to jump out of a plane behind enemy lines with hundreds of German guns shooting at you?

c. Who wants to jump out of a plane behind enemy lines carrying 60 pounds of equipment with hundreds of German guns shooting at you?

e. Any volunteers? Then you’ll love being a paratrooper!

2. Explain to students that they will view a video on the “the best” fighting troops in WW II and their role in the D Day invasion on June 6, 1944.

3. Using map of Europe, locate beaches of Normandy, France. 

4. Using map below on web site, examine and list obstacles facing troops. On line, the map may be enlarged and the key can be read.

Assessment:  Write a diary entry of what you are thinking the night before you are to jump into Normandy. OR Class can be divided into two with second part doing how they felt coming over in the plane.

This is a detailed map of Omaha Beach at Normandy that shows all the German defenses that our soldiers had to try to get through. On the web site, the map can be enlarged so that students can read the key and see the defenses.
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Omaha Beach - West (Vierville-sur-Mer) (614K) 

Prepared by the Commander Task Force 122, April 21, 1944. "Map from GSGS 4490 Sheets 79 and 80 and air photo examination. Grid square equals 1 kilometer (1000 meters)." Original scale 1:7,920. "TOP SECRET - BIGOT Until Departure for Combat Operations --  

Source:  Perry-Castañeda Library
Map Collection  D-Day (June 6, 1944) - Maps

www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/index.html
link:  historical maps of Europe
Day 2

Learning objectives

1. Read a selection of diary entries and discuss as class or divide students into groups and have them read entries to each other; then summarize to class.

2. Review role of paratroopers in invasion. 

3. Gain an appreciation of what our soldiers went through on D Day.

4. View film, In the Company of Heroes. Part 1:   35 minutes.  Student handout may be given before or after video. The students will be watching the invasion of D Day; the training of paratroopers and Operation Market Garden into Holland.  Remind students to watch for examples of how Easy Company maintained their courage and strength.


Part 2 is 15 minutes and may also be viewed at this time. It covers the Battle of the Bulge, the discovery of the concentration camps, and the end of the war.

Procedure:

1. TSW read their diary entries in small groups or to the class.

2.  Give Student Handout #1 to students to read over before viewing. 

3. Watch Part I and 2 of video or just Part 1.

4. TSW work in pairs to fill in student handout.

Assessment:  Complete handout.  Discuss answers.

Note: There are other activities on the 5 day plan that might be useful to honor our veterans.


Designing a memorial.


Rules to show respect for the flag.


Rules on proper folding of the flag.

Student hand out #1


Screaming Eagles
Name ____________________________________




1. What happened on D Day, June 6, 1944? _______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Describe some problems our veterans faced on D Day. _______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. What was the job of Easy Company on D Day?______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. Describe the training of paratroopers. _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. What qualities did officers want the troops to have?_______________________________

6.  Give examples of how Easy Company showed courage in battle? _______________________

______________________________________________________________________________

7. Describe Major Winters’ reasons for wanting to be a paratrooper. ______________________

______________________________________________________________________________

8. What did he mean by “hang tough”? ______________________________________________

9. How did he feel when he saw the flag on the beach?_________________________________

10. What are some lessons our veterans want you to learn? ______________________________________________________________________________

11. What is the advantage of hearing our veterans’ eye witness accounts and stories?

