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World War II lesson Plans: The Legendary Band of Brothers

               Level:
High School
Introduction

This unit lasting five days accompanies the video, In the Company of Heroes, and follows Easy Company from their landings on D Day to their taking of Hitler’s Eagles Nest in Berchtesgaden. The students take the role of war correspondents reporting on the battles fought by Easy Company.  The students will work in teams to produce a newspaper containing the lead story of the campaign, and individually to create a separate page to cover a battle, a human interest feature, a cartoon from Bill Maudlin and an interview of a war veteran.  This would work well as a combination language arts and social studies assignment and may be extended to other types of articles such as editorials and what is happening on the home front.  On the first day, students will view the movie and receive the guidelines; on the second day, the teams will review steps and web sites for designing and writing their newspaper and then work independently on their assignments. The students will use creativity to design the front page and also create an interview using primary sources such as information from the video or interviews and stories on line.
Unit Learning Objectives

After completing this unit, the students will:

1. Describe major battles in the European Theater.
2. Obtain a deeper understanding of life as a soldier at the front.
3. Hear eyewitness accounts by our veterans.

4. Use of an inverted pyramid to write news articles.

5. Produce an original newspaper containing an original front page, a lead story, human interest feature, cartoon and interview of a war veteran pertaining to their battle.

Time Required: 1 week in block scheduling
Although presented as a unit, the lessons can be separated into individual activities or rearranged to fit the needs of the classroom teacher.

Recommended Grade Level:  High School

Materials:  Video:  In the Company of Heroes:  The Legendary Band of Brothers
· Internet resources
· Student Handouts
· Publisher, Pagemaker or other newspaper template web sites that are included.
Day 1

Aim:
1. Using map, set scene for the invasion of D Day, June 6, 1944, the Allied invasion of Normandy, France.

2. Introduce students to assignment as war correspondents in the European theater covering Easy Company on its battles from D Day to taking to Hitler’s Eagles Nest.  The battles are Carentan, Operation Market Garden, and Bastogne [Battle of the Bulge].
3. Divide students into teams of three and distribute Student Handout #1.

4. Show video, In the Company of Heroes. [60 minutes] 

Procedure:

The students will:

1. Brainstorm or review Allied strategy to beat Hitler.

2. Using K-W-L chart, brainstorm background on D Day. 

3. Research from text details of landings. [Option: Show first 20 minutes of Saving Private Ryan.]
4. Examine Handout #1 and get in groups to pick battles.
5. Watch video, In the Company of Heroes.
Student Handout #1

Reporter__________________________________________

Date June 3, 1944

Goal:  A 4 page newspaper covering Easy Company from D Day to Berchtesgaden.
Assignment:  You and 2 other reporters will accompany Easy Company of the 101st Airborne into Normandy. We want our readers to see firsthand what is going on at the front.  Each of you will take one of the following battles:  Carentan, Operation Market Garden, and Bastogne.
For each battle, the following should be included on your individual page:  

1. The battle:  map of the battle and terrain; allied and enemy strength and commanders; air and artillery involvement; and outcome. Be accurate and comprehensive!
2.  Feature article:  Behind the scenes personnel such as medics, the supply troops, the Red Ball Express, nurses or doctors, Quartermaster Corps should be covered. A great source: the stories of Ernie Pyle http://journalism.indiana.edu/resources/erniepyle/wartime-columns
3.  Interview:   interview a member of Easy Company or another veteran of the battle to hear the soldier’s view on the battle using online sources.  You will research an eyewitness account and create the interview from your research.
4. Include a cartoon from Bill Mauldin’s collection.  

As a team, work together to create an original headline for your newspaper.  Find appropriate pictures and sub headings for the first page.  The final product will be a 4 page newspaper of the best coverage of the war from D Day to the Eagle’s Nest!   Feel free to include any stories that you feel our readers need to know about.  Keep your head down and stay safe!
Assignment: ________________________

Publication date: ___________________

Day 2

Aim:

1. Review with students the use of the inverted pyramid in journalism using Handout # 2.

2. Introduce students to News template:


http://kmi4schools.e2bn.net/news_template/index.php
 
This is probably the best link. It automatically saves each page you're working on, and it allows the user to make any type of page (from front, middle, to back and then broadsheet and tabloid) with online newspaper templates.

http://www.cleo.net.uk/index.php?category_id=317
This is a great web site with planning sheets for headlines and stories.  Gives example of front pages.
3. Discuss rubric [handout # 3] for grading with students.

4. Students will work independently on their assignments for their newspaper.

Procedure:
1. Using handout #2, the students will examine articles from The New York Times or 

The Philadelphia Inquirer for samples of the inverted pyramid.  http://nytimes.com
http://www.philly.com
2. Familiarize students with news web sites from above.

3. Familiarize students with valuable web sites for information on battles and interviews: summary of these web sites is on Student Handout #4.
http://historynet.com  search: Carentan, Market Garden, and Bastogne
www.easy506th.org/history.php  is good for the history of Easy Company.
www.pbs.org/americanexperience search: good for feature stories war letters, and interviews

Bill Mauldin’s cartoons, and battles.
http://journalism.indiana.edu/resources/erniepyle/wartime-columns good for feature stories.

http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/themes.html  good for interviews of vets in D Day beyond the Beach:  Frank Mc Kee and Stanley Weinberg

http://www.loc.gov./vets/stories/thewar/ good for interviews of vets Episode 4 Pride of our Nation:   D Day; Episode 5 FUBAR:  Market Garden; Episode 6 Ghost Front:  Battle of the Bulge, Bastogne.  This site also has many other interviews with veterans.
4. Hand out rubric and discuss how students will be graded.

Day 3 
Work independently on assignments.

Day 4 

Meet with team to review progress and set up schedule to work on front page.

Day 5

Complete all work and assignments for front page and individual pages.

Hand in finished product.

Pennsylvania  Standards

Social Studies
8.1.12.A,B,C,D; 8.3.12.B
Read, Writing, and Listening Standards

1.1.11.A, D; 1.2.11.A,B,C; 1.4.11.B; 1.5.11.A,B,C 1.6.11.D, E,F 

National Standards
Social Sciences:  Standard 3B 
The student understands World War II and how the Allies prevailed. 

	7-12
	Describe military experiences and explain how they fostered American identity and interactions among people of diverse backgrounds. [Utilize literary sources including oral testimony] 


English Language Arts

5. Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.

6. Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts
7. Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience.

8. Students use a variety of technological and informational resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge.

12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information).

Student Handout #2 [optional]
Name _______________________________________

                       Inverted Pyramid Format 
Newspaper articles are written using an “inverted pyramid format” 

as shown below. The most important information is at the top

 (beginning of article) and the least important information is at the

 bottom (end of article). 
                                        LEAD/HEADLINE 
Who? What? Where? When? Why? 
Detail 1 Detail 2 Detail 3 
Final Detail 
Copyright 2003 IRA/NCTE. All rights reserved. 

ReadWriteThink materials may be reproduced for educational purposes. 

Student Handout # 3
Rubric for Band of Brothers Assignment

Name _________________________________


Date__________

	
	Exemplary
	Very Good
	Adequate
	Minimal

	Knowledge of Content
	Extensive use of relevant information; shows extra research; details selected to support main topic are very appropriate
	Consistent use of relevant information;

 Showed good research; details selected to support main topic are relevant
	Inconsistent use of relevant information;

Showed adequate research; main ideas only partially supported by details; some details inaccurate 
	Showed little incorporation of  information; showed little research; main ideas not supported by details; many details are missing or inaccurate

	Organization
	Extremely well organized; logical format easy to follow; fully explained and illustrated key points.
	Clear organization;

Focused on key points
	Somewhat organized; some ideas not presented clearly
	Confusing; several key points  are missing

	Mechanics
	Perfect
	Few mechanical errors in punctuation, spelling, and grammar
	Some errors in

punctuation, spelling, and grammar
	Many errors in

punctuation, spelling, and grammar

	Presentation
	Striking; expressed information very effectively; great choice of picture , map, cartoon and headlines
	Clear , uncluttered and attractive; very good choice of picture , map, or cartoon and headlines
	Information could be understood but product is not attractively presented;

Cluttered; a picture , map, or cartoon is missing
	Information could not be understood; words missing; a picture, cartoon or map missing

	Creativity
	Put a great deal of creative energy into project; very original
	Thoughtful format with many creative points; somewhat original
	Some creative points,

little originality
	Little creativity; unoriginal


Student Handout #4

Name ____________________________

Summary of web sitesThe stories of Ernie Pyle 
http://journalism.indiana.edu/resources/erniepyle/wartime-columns
News template:


http://kmi4schools.e2bn.net/news_template/index.php
 
This is probably the best link. It automatically saves each page you're working on, and it allows the user to make any type of page (from front, middle, to back and then broadsheet and tabloid) with online newspaper templates.

http://www.cleo.net.uk/index.php?category_id=317
This is a great web site with planning sheets for headlines and stories.  Gives example of front pages.

Examine The New York Times or The Philadelphia Inquirer for samples of the inverted pyramid.  http://nytimes.com                http://www.philly.com
 Valuable web sites for information on battles and interviews:  

www.veteranslegacy.com    Veterans’ interviews

http://historynet.com  search: Carentan, Market Garden, and Bastogne

www.easy506th.org/history.php  is good for the history of Easy Company.

www.pbs.org/americanexperience search: good for feature stories, war letters, and interviews

Bill Mauldin’s cartoons and battles.

http://journalism.indiana.edu/resources/erniepyle/wartime-columns good for feature stories.

http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/themes.html  good for interviews of vets in D Day beyond the Beach:  Frank McKee and Stanley Weinberg

http://www.loc.gov./vets/stories/thewar/ good for interviews of vets Episode 4 Pride of our Nation:   D Day; Episode 5 FUBAR:  Market Garden; Episode 6 Ghost Front:  Battle of the Bulge, Bastogne.  This site also has many other interviews with veterans.
